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SUMMARY

A considéerable part of Radio Moscow's output is devoted to Miners' Day, which this
year is observed on 26 August. The ideological purity theme is still vigorougly
pursued QIthough the targets of attack are less numerous ard the charges less specific
than they were in early July--the peak of the PRAVDA-initiated campaign. Occasional
reference%s to Ukrainien nationalism are still made.

Grave shci:rtcomings in egriculture, particularly in livestock breeding, are revealed
in the quakh Republie, the target of frequent PRAVDA criticism in the past. The
Ukrainian Building Materials Tndustry, short of' the mark in the firs*t quarter of the
Year and ‘exceeding its quota in the second, is apain lagring behind plan. The
official plan-fulfillment figures for the cecond quarter of 1951 show a drop in the
retail sales of esgential foodstuffs. The sales of clothing, leather and rubber foot-
wear, and goap, listed for the first quarter of the year, are omitted from the figures

for the :Teccnd quarter.

MINERS'DAiY.

In a 1enéthy home service broadcast, Minister of the Cosl Industry Zasyadko lists the
great acl}ievements of the Soviet coal industry during the current Five-Year Plan. He
also demands a more widespread application of the cyclic graph system which, he says,

is desigﬂed to cut production costs and increase the output of coal. The Donets

Coal Basin, of'ten referred to in the past as the stoke room of the Soviet Union
(kocheger‘ke Sovetskogo Soyuza), is, according to the Minister, sgain among the most
mechanizqd coal-producing areas of the country. Over 40f of all the pits are working
on the ':y‘clic graph system. The adoption of this system, urged by the Minister
throughou‘t the speech, is said to be imperative because labor organization has failed
to keep Pace with rapidly advancing technology. It is also imperative because of the
necessity‘ to advence from the mechanization of individuasl processes to the mechaniza-
tion of entire production cycles: "The new machines and modern technology cannot be
fully exploited if the organization of labor and production does not correspond to this

technology."

Zasyadko points to the weak phases of the coal industry--concentration of cosl and
the briquetting of low-quality fuel--as an additional argument for the large-scale
introdustion of the cyclie graph system which alone is capable of eliminating such

short-comi:ngs:

The progress r~hieved in the concentration of coal is ...
still far from satisfactory .... They (the coal industry
workers) must speed up the process of briquetting low-
quality fuel .... We must make the cyelic graph the law
of the mine; the whole coal industry must work on the
cycllie graph system.

The dispa;rity between the rapidly increasing productivity of the machines and the not-
so-rapidly growing efficiency of the workers is emphasized by the fact that the
produetivity of the coal combines has increased by almost 60% in the past two years,
and in th:e current Five-Year plan the coal industry has reised the average coal-
extraction figure by 73.4% while labor productivity has risen by only 26%. The slow
progress iin inereasing the labor productivity is atiributaeble to the inadequate

utiliza‘tipn of mechinery, and the solution implied in the Minister's speech is that
workers be made to keep up with the machines:

There must be a great improvement in the use of machinery,

and our first-rate technical equipment must be made to yleld
all it ecan. We must struggle for still greater mechanization.
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Pochenkov , Deputy Minister of the Coal Indusiry, speaking primarily of the Donets Coal
Basin and its achievements, also stresses the importance of the cyclic graph system
and its benefits to both industry and workers. The Stalin-Ugol Trust which had
adopted the new system is cited as a model of efficiency to be emulated by all mines.
The average output per 24 hour day since the introduction of the graphic system is
saidito be about 42% higher than that of mines still using the old production methods;
the average output per coal combine in June was 6,560 tons as against 4,890 tons

under the old system, and the wages of the miners have risen by a third. The improve-
ment! in the workers' welfare in the Stalino oblast which results from the new production
system and higher weges is, according to Pochenkov, characterized by their enhanced
purchasing power which enabled them, in the first five months of this year alone, to
buy 1,088 private cars, 3,500 motorcycles, 15,000 bicycles and 8,500 radio receivers.

PRAvaA (26 August) speaks of the "substantial" shortcomines in the work of the coel
im;ggatry and the "large quantities" of coal lost because "many mines and sections do
not'fulfill their plans ...." The paper even criticizes certain coal enterprises which

A5 fulfill their assigned quotas, intimating that the mere fulfillment of a target

is not always enough. Adoption of the cyclical production method is the suggested
remedy:

And among enterprises which fulfill their production
targets, not always are internal reserves and opportunities
sufficiently utilized ... workers of the coal industry

must ... see to it that the cyclical production method
becomes law, and that the entire coal industry is subject to
it.

"Correct organization of work according to cycle methods of preduction is also the
subject of (Nirazhensky's) speech to Karagande coel miners (Alma Ata, 25 August).
Failure to make full use of existing machinery and of other potentialities is given
as the main reason for the introduction of the graph production method. Another
reason is the necessity of improving the qualitative indices which, (Nirazhensky)
implies, cannot be achieved under the present system of production:

... the organization of labor in the mines (must be
carried out) according to a fixed schedule of ome cycle
every 24 hours, and (on the basis of') the most efficient
use of all machinery--primarily cutting and loading
combines and other transporting machinery.

Among the other broadcasts on the occasion of Miners' Day is an optimistic report by
Deputy Coal Minister Onike who speaks of the automatic and remote-control devices now
extensively used in the Soviet coal industry, and of the up-to-date techniques now
emplfoyed in mine building. About 900 coal combines and cutting machines, 1,000 conveyor
1lines and 3,500 winches, pushers and other mechanisms sre sald to have been changed to
remote-control operations in the past few years. Over 1,000 draining pumps now work

automatically.

The drive for greater production effort in the mines and for the adoption of the
eyelic graph system ies reflected in an otherwise routine letter to Stalin from USSR
mine workers (TASS d/s. 25 August). The letter writers claim a modest 7.8% increese
in efficiency in 1951 as compared with last year, admit a number of unspecified short-
comings, and express their determination to eliminate them "in the spirit of
intolerance for any lagging behind."

We still have building organizations which use backward
methods, de not use to the full the new building
machines, build mines and dwellings slowly and et high

costs, fall to fulfill the plans and ere still greatly
indebted to the motherland.
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Stalin 1s accordingly assured that these failings will be rectified by the great applicn-
tion of the cyclic graph system, already in use in the Donets Coal Basin. at the mines

of the Kuznetsk and Moscow basins, the Urals, Karaganda and other coal-producing areas
of the country.

IDEOLOGICAL WEAKNESSES

Ideclogiral deviations in art, litersture, political educstion, and propaiends s'11l
form a ronsiderable part of Sovw+ thernel breadeasts, M st of the central and
regional editorial criticism is directed arainst the Ukraine. The Ministry of Higher
Education, the literary f=aternity, publishing houses and a number of regicnal news-
papers ave cautioned agzinst their present practice of neglecting the ideoloriecal
aspect of their zctivities and art for art's sake is branded as just another feature
of bourgrois fdenlopy.

Education: PRAVDA (1C August) complains that the standards of teaching social sciences.
perticularly Marxiem-Leninism, hes dropped to a dangerously low point, and that high
school Aand uni'orsztv gr:duates have but a hazy ides of the basic Marxist-Leninist
principlen, ~he most important part of social sciences. At the Leningrad Univers'ty.
for example, :ot o gingle recent candidate on the philosophical faculty has been sble
to defend i~ thesis successfully. Recent examinations at Vilnius University revealecd
that st :dents have "a rather poor knowledge" of the baric principles of Marxist-
Leninist thecry. Plame for this low teaching standard is assigned to the Miristry of
Higher Education whose failure to "give Pffectlvo assistance to ‘the faculties ~f sgocial
sciences" accorp*s for the "serious defects" in the teaching of dialectical and
historical mate»ialism and political economy.

KIROVOGRADS¥A ™RAVDMA (24 August) quotes a dispatch from Kamensky Rayon seying +hat the
local Soricty for the Dissemination of Scientific and Political Knowledge is doirg a
poor jot, ani that political educetion in the schools end among the intelligentsia is
"1de010"1~“7 Ly wesk® On 24 August this same paper notes that "ingtances of

violations of +he rwrinciples of the indoctrinatiom of the intelligentsia in the spirit
of Marxism-Leninisie" are cceurring in some rayons. The editoriel observes that these
violaticns are ali the more serious sinee a part of the intelligentsia, notably
<ngineers ard m=dical workers, are not even included jin the political education scheme.
There 1= ro “ntimation as to the nature of the "violation of principles" referred to
except that +*he ler~tures are said to be "too few and of too low a standard."

Literature and Artc An implicit admission of the motives that set off the recent
purges among litcrary and art crities is contained in the PRAVDA editorial of

14 August which inveighs againat the bourgeois ideology 2nd "hateful imperialist
rropaganda" in Soviet art and literature. The group of "anti-patriotie" critiecs
recently exposed by the Party, according to the editorial, was guilty of propagating
art for art's sake. This "is alien to Soviet literature and is bad for the interests
of the Soviet pcople and State." (It may be recalled that at the time the purped
critics were ~harged primarily with undermining activities and with "truckling to
Western ifeolongy." No mention was made of "art for art's sake.") That this tendency
still exicts may also be inferred from PRAVDA'!'s strictures about bourgeois ideclogy:
"It is ebsolutcly imperative to develop the struggle against bourgeois ideology and
relentlessly expose the hateful imperialist propagenda." The peper also recalls that
the All-"nion Communist Party has decreed that the strength of Soviet literature lies
in the fact that it ha: "no ~ther interests" except the interests of the people.

Stepancv, writing in PRAVDA (16 August), says that manifestations of netionalism,
cosmopolitanian and admiration of decayed bourgeois culture are incompatible w'th
Soviet patriotism, and that overcoming them is the most important feature of the
Party's educatiomal work among the masses. Devotion to the Soviet regime must there-
fore be the chief aim in the "irreconcilable struggle against ideological mis-
representation ...."
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Jdeology in the Ulxaine: Spcaking for the benefit of westarn Ukrainians, « RADYMJSKA
PHRAVDA editorial (24 August) discusses the larger aspects of ideology and urges the
educators and propagandists to "insti1l into the conscionsness" of the peojple .he idens
that they are working for a Communist society, not for capitalists. Mindful of‘ the
differencez in dielect, the parer also cautioms the speakers against the use of ‘
language which is not clear and understandable and suggeste that "the types of |their .
audience" in rural and urban areas be taken into consideration. Another injinction to
the propagandists is "to instill hatred for the Anglo-American warmongers .t TH»
importence of such lectures, says the paper, especially fer the rural poomn‘cmn of the
western oblasts of +the Ukraine, shonld not be underestimated. !
A report frem Zaporozhye (22 Auv-ust) quotes Prof. Borschevsky of the local ‘
Teachers College as advocating that ~iterature be taught in vniversities ann other '
higner edurational establishments "accordinis to the demend of the Bolshevik Derty.“
There is no amplification of the "demand," but an obvious refererce to it is contained
in the ecsertion of the representative of the local Society for the Dissemination of
Scientific and Political Knewledge, quoted in the same broadcast, that not enough
lectures cn the '"fi1icnisnip of nations of the Soviet Union," and "Soviet patriotism"
are read fer the intelligentsia.

\
In the friendshin-of-nations theme, the Ukraine is still portirayed as the less | |
enthusisstie partner in its relations with Great Russia (RSFSR). NADNEPRIANSKA PRAVDA
(15 August) ecmrisins that the PRAVDA editcrial on ideological aberrations in Ukrainian
literainre is ~rparently not taken seriously; "numerous instances of 1deologica1 elack~
ness" have Leen noticed in the Xherson Oblast during rccent meetings. The paper also
says that the yravesl mlstakes have been committed by the local Party organizations
in their work among the intelligentsia: "A strikingly small number of lectures is
g_,lven ... On cuch themes as 'Friendship of Nations,' 'Creative Soviet Patrwotlsm,
iRternal Fricndship Between the Russian and Ukrainian Nations' ...." ;

A dispatch frcm Proskurov (in Ukrainian, 24 August) cites an instance of what 11 terms
well-organized propaganda-lecturing on Ukrainian-Russian friendship in the ShepPLovka
Rayon, Knmenets-Fodolsk Oblast:

In their talks, “the lecturers sgtress the leading role

of the Great Russian nation in the Soviet Union, and in
numerous historical examples demonstrate the great help
given to the Ukrainian people by the Russian people ....
RADYARSKA UKRAINA (22 August) caestigates the Mistetstvo Publishing House and the
Ulrainion branch of the All-Union Muzfond (Muzykalny Fond) Publishing House for their
apparent reluctance to disseminate congs in any language other than Ukrainian: |

Tt is very difficult to find Russian songs in book shops
and musical shops. Last year Mistetstvo published a song
book containing nearly 100 songs, but among them were only
six from the fraternal nations-~four Russian, one
Belorussian and one Georgian. i
The paper also discusses the ideological weakness of the principal choirs of the
Ukrainiuen Republic and their "almost complete® neglect of contemporary creations,
both Russian and Ukrainian. The most appalling feature of the choirs' repertor*e.,,
says the editorial, is tha*t ‘they do not contain any compositions on "industrial
themes" cdepicting the labor achievements of the working class. |

Other arcas: A report from Vinnitsa tells of the lectures on the danger of ideological
perversions read before the local Party organizatlions, and the Kishinev (Moldavian
SSR) redio announces that the recently-held conterence of the Moldavian Union of‘ Soviet
Writers adopted "measures aimed at improving the work and et fighting 1deolog1’ca1
distortions in literature." A broadcast from Tashkent (in Russien, 24 August)|
eritieizes the ideological work of several rayon Party committees and says that the
Society for the Propagation of Seclentific and Political Knowledge is "feiling to
fulfill its main task.,"
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Ideological affairs in Kazakhstan are discussed oriefly in a dispatch from Alma Ata

(in Russian, 22 August) which refers to the Marxist-Leniniet treatment of the history

of Kazkhstan. The point, however, is not amplified beyond reporting the admonition

by the Propaganda Department of the Central Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party X
that "more lecture and propaganda work demonstrating the friendship among the peoples B
of the USSR should be underteken." Passing reference is also made to the distortions L .
in the history and literature of Kazakhsten, and the need for their elimination is
stressed. YA

The Press & the Publishing Indusiry: PABOCHI PUT (Smolensk), SOVETSKAYA SIBIR
(Novosibirsk) RADYANSKA UKRAINA (Kiev) and SOTSIALISTY KAZAKHSTANA are taken to task
by PRAVDA (28 August) for a variety of ideological weaknesses. These, according to
the paper, are so widespread that "even central papers are still insufficlently,
gporadically and superficially devoting themselves to questions of ideological work.”
A1l material devoted tc ideological topics is said to have disappeared from the- pages
of RABOCHI PUT. SOVETSKAYA SIBIR exhibits 1little interest in the activities of the
oblast publishing house or in the life of local writers organizations, theatres and
clubs. RADYANSKA UKRAINA is reminded that its "assessment" of the opera "Bogdan
Khmelnitsky" was wrong. SOTSIALISTY KAZAKHSTANA, PRAVDA charges, also failed to
notice nationalist tendencies in several literary works, and tolerated certain
ideological shortcomings,

An earlier PRAVDA editorial (18 August) belabors the Poligrafizdat (the main printing
and publishing industry) for inadequate political and educational qualifications of
its editoriel personnel who are unable to cope with their tasks. The heads of many
publishing houses are told that they are "on the wrong path"--trying to publish a
great number of books to the detriment of quality. Another charge levelled at the
publishing industry is indifference to politics--which is "harmful to the Soviet
people and the Soviet State and should have no place in our books."

SHORTCOMINGS .

Agriculture: PRAVDA (27 August) cites poor utilization of tractors at the machine-
tractor stations of the Kuibyshev and Novosibirsk Oblasts and the Krasnoyarsk and
Stavropol) Krais (all in the RSFSR). Machinery is left standing idle and the average
daily performance of tractors remains low. By 20 August, the collective farms of
Kuibyshev Oblast, for example, completed their plowing by only 7% while in
Novosibirsk, Stavropol and Krasnoyarsk the figure was even smaller. In Kuibyshev
Oblast, says the paper, the average daily performence of the 1l5-horse-power tractor
amounts to 3.3 hectares whereas the leading machine-tractor statioms show an
average of 8 to 10 hectares.

NADNEPRIANSKA PRAVDA (15 August) refers to “disquieting facts" about livestock breed- -
ing in Kherson Oblast where "great losses and depletion" of young livestock has not
stopped despite the availability of green fodder. The paper also observes that the x
inordinate time lag between the mowing and silaging of fodder results in great losses,

particularly in the Kalininsky, Beryslavsky, Novo-Vorontovsky and other rayons.

RADYANSKA UKRAINA (18 August) asserts that livestock breeding in the Ukraine "needs I
further improvement," and that in a number of oblasts, particularly Nikolsyev, Odessa i
and Zaporozhye, silaging operations are even behind last year's achlevements. Anxiety ;.'
is also reported over work in the Tarnopol Oblast, where the fodder plan has been i
completed by only 19.6%f and in Zhitomir Oblast where the plan-fulfillment figure is 3
26.5%.

A report from Kiev (in Ulrainian, 24 August) says that the Ukrainien Ministry of
Agriculture has "advised" (rekomendovalo) the agricultural officials of the Republic
to liquidate all shortcomings in the autumn sowing campaign which is proceeding too
slowly. The Ministry is said to be apprehensive lest the slow sowing pace in some
oblasts and rayons extend the field work beyond the '"most favorable agricultural
season.,"
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From Poltava cumes a report that th ctate deiiveries plan for fruit and vegetables
has been conpleted by 34.2,., which 1. "auch lesc" than for the corresponding reriod
cf last yeam. The above figure, acc.rding Lo ZARYA POLTAVICHINY (28 August), is the
average for the oblast, but s namber of reayons--such as Oposhnyansky, Kremenchugsky,
Velikc-Bagacharsky, Dikansky, Ce.wnovsky znd Drabovsky--are below average, having
ccmpleted deliveries ty only i% 1o 27Y. The cam: ~ditorial charges a number of
kolkhozes with anti-ctate activiti s and "differcn! sorts of harmful practices" in
connection with 'mauth:rired zales of produce or Uh iree market. Thus the Stalin
Kolkhoz (Dikarcicr Nayon) and the M>lotov Folkhoz {llovo-Tenzharsky Reyon) sold a tctal
of 4,00 ¥ilogmam® of tomatoes cin the market and delivered rone to the State. A
numbar A athes vacared kalikhczs are ascuced of £clline their choice produce in the
kelklicz brzaar g of dellvering infirior produsis to ‘he State,

CHEELGIOMORST A ot (08 fymast) ¢lle an ‘he oblast machinz-irnetor 3tations to aten
up thei» plowitg cperatisaz, Tsebrikovaly Rayon is eited 48 the worst offender: "the
plowing ~~h-Aule I never fulifillc? ihere," Referring '~ . ther :zlow ereas, the paper
name:s ihe Stemarty, Ulyanorssy and Andreyevo-Ivanovsky Ray:ns where the plane are

not ibeing fulfiltod: "4 greoal numbor of tractors sre idle every day for technical

Pengons W

Following -=- ~ar> of the orher arcas reporting shortcomings in their agricultural
plaons:

RADYANSVS “HTTOMIRCCIILING, 28 purast:

ooy ohere are many rayons ané lolkho .es which are regulerly
fziling to (ulf1) not only their obligetions mut also tneir
sionc . Flowine hss not yet started in ¥lodarsko-Volynsky
Dowbyahsky, Malynsty, Olevsky and other rayors.,

RAROCHT PUT (iroiersk), 28 nugust:

Teoothe w Jaro vy of cayong the deliverifs sre ag usual
Tauooing el .. . In the asjority of rayons it seems
thet a deploruble (19 exists betwszen the gwthering and
the threshing o ire graizn,

VAPHT P ZaNT<A PRovPA (Fhersom), o7 August:

«+v *there are a rarher nf kolkkozes whicht ‘niled to
zouplete the ezection of rew cotton-drying ¥ilms or the
revairing of ¢id one~, snd even neglected "< prepare storing
yardaa, Suen a situation <xists in Novo-Troitsky ... Novo-
Torontsoviky, Kalipintky, Veliko-Alexandri-cky and some
athsT rTayons.

VINKITS ;o PRa™ 78 (Uipnitea), ~4 Anoug’s

The -zl 5] pxwpararticns [or the sowing is slarming in
Yhe CTinaitea, Ulyanovsiy, Fomsomolsky, Turbovsky,
Pegrebiscnenscy and otnher rayona of the northern group
whi:li ought to be the irst in the oblast to complete
tho cowing, .

SOVITTATAY HAYASDN (Erevan, Asrm:anian OSR), 28 August:
»
Th'e lzgging tenind (in A number of kolkhozes) ~an br
svp'2ined by the fa~t that in such kelkhozes the workers
often fail te fulrill their quotas, and meke poor use of
the av:ilalls machinery and animal-drawn squirment.
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it Ve ecadersiip: NADNFIRVAN. " FPRETDA (8 august) p.ns the regporsibiliily Tor

agrionltural shortcomings exclugive™y @ the Farty off’elal. ~onaeTne 1, Rluntly :

" assertirs that the leadership of the * o7 razty organizat ~rs “acedo reecicive ‘mprove~
. ment,* Jugt how such improvemen: migi~ b. broughit abo1t is indic.ts? by the -aper in . :
=" 4he cage of the Teyuryupinsky and Serds. o Ky Nay n Pazty sommivtoes wheors the frst ;
‘neeretar’ss wer: recently removed nfer f2'l°ng to inou: (YT cradryebie .., and P

3 low a<s1 Af rpgenizetional and Par-y -owv.t o€ 10 “hety a-ity teodrrThin,
-~conc1\:<“‘_c::1t).:'e‘,'.’.ta:“:al, a number of tie ~o:* fn,oroant agrimii—oTal tavke a4 not
“been cerriod oul, thiz 4s particularly =le™: thg Auring e vest of the scwing
cgGhson Tl L

g i 1 A ST

the Sural Phrty lesdership fseue 1o als> highioghied bw - DADYANGIE PODILYE edivori=t . ;
(28 Augast), Tt lists a varlety of sforteamizes tnoa mue o rayons of Kemerovs R o

Podolsk Oblant, aiiributing them o tle Varaat lisirenansy belweern wheir (the mral
ariarat) eosupeness and the faets,” The papas 218 nape- YR rayons wheye “te
“sperations range from Moyt =emely unsaticfaelory” v “nausing rnriety.” end
.. *pat oven-one~third of ths are> tmiended oz Crinter CNOPS noa been riowed .
wmprriatofficials are reminied tha! the on'zal "repittee of le Ukr: fvan
Cémmmnics b Pasmy had already called attepiion W the isvity in their laxdershit 9%
Ahat aftrr tprring thei> speecher and ~tatin, +hma’r ohitoart. ng ¥ thesge sume ofricials
JUpromptly Corpe “hem. -

‘Industry: Th: Ukrainian Bullding saterials indu try contluuer *0 be the abjest n?
ton, sinze produdtion 23~ ¢tlis 1spging beh w? <. needs -7 Lhe
counsry." Thts .4ime, hosever, Minister Suinranes -nd his - ileg are Hugled ot
by FADYANZES SeAvDe (15 August) 8s the thiaf .ulpriis Tecause *uey did not ~trvgzie
“detisively foui ihw methanization mood .  {(Tre Tussian exprensions frequently. emyloye?
are “sklonnoss X pekhsnizatsii' or “rasp.lozneni: £ wechanizetaiis whick mey we S
~transiated. as “lnelination toward mecharifsiion.”} The paps oloe declares trat the o
“building meterial: production plan was not afioied by e Mindsiry for the rst : : 7
half of 1951, =l bough ascording %o the Statlo~i.oal “usrd of the Jecalnian et

(7 Auguet) prodostion jumped from 97% of ‘he Pian in ihe first qusvler to 304 in
the sec~ad, ~The naper siresses the urgency of the melhanire zion o’ labor withent
which “¥2  camnni. sustain aither the Tate or L 31w 20 oww sroduciion." The
Centra) Ssientiiic Research Insiltute of the iialstry of *he Building Materialgr
Industry is aileo hlamed fae having fajled to sender pe Nece3sary agsistance t¢ the
. varioue enterprices. - o

L Th: building materlals situation i called “egpecinlly in‘olersble” -now that *he
gres® conatructiins of Cormunisn {the usvel idenmtification ~f tre hydrc-elestric and
irrigation prolects) have been started, and move cement, bricks and other materisls
are reguired: : :

... the utilization of equipment and mach’nery iz extremely -
. had. ¢« 8N4 many enterprisez are 54111 produning bricks by
. nand. Equipment iz idle 100 1ong ... plane for the produc-"
i 2 +ion of bricks have fallen through in 7immitea, Klev, )
Dnepropetrovek, Zaporozhye, Zakarpatisk:, Yavenets-podolsk,
Nikolayev, 3%alino, Stenislav, Knargov and Shernigov Oblasts,
(15 August) o : e e

_ Kazakh SSH: The sorzy ‘stete of sheep hreeding and wool produstion in Kazakheten l8°
Copronght s fnts focut by & gveeping decree of the founcil of Minicters and the Ceniral
Cmempiticn of the ¥azeakh Commmist Pariy (17 iugusty which admits that the 3-yerr .0
-plan for the Asvralopment of sheep breeding has 8o rar been & failure. The Ministrie
of pgriculture and Sovkhozes.are told to assume the blame for this situation which
.. reculted fromw their winsufficient attention" to the divelopment. of _sheep breeding.
“he dedr:s alzo reveals that such insufficient attention dateg back " rel"
at least-in 2. mamber of kolkhozes and sovkhozes, =~ T chla
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The assertion that "large numbers! of shecp are lest annually is not amplified but
some sign:ficance may be drawn {rom the repeat2d referenczes to inadequate fodder
reserves, "scatlered and unsystematic” utilizat:on of pastures and the spreading of
scab among the sheep. ‘

The extent of the failure of the Kazakh sheep Gtreadiny and wool production industry
may be surmised fram the various inducements offered in the decree. Supplementary
payments and bonuses are to be given to workers, Carm manapers, and veterinarians for
campleting ard exceeding the state plan; molor cars, rope, sacking and tarpaulin are
to be madz available for sale to ¢ollec*ive and state farms overfulfilling the plan;
certain categories of workers are to rezeive an additional 2-months' wages for
fulfilling their scheduied assalgrmerrs plus the equivalent of 5% of their monthly
salary for each 1% of above-plan perfoﬂmma Weol production, disappointing in
Quantity ard iow in quality, {s to be raised ‘o the required state-preseribed
standard by 2 50% salary increase for sheep shearers and (shearing) machine
operators--if the norm is exceeded, And, finally, deservirg shepherds are to be
given a siraight 307 wage increase and invested with the title of "master of sheep
breeding" ‘master ovtsevodstva).

MISCELLANEQUS ,

Consumer goods: In its report for the first quarter of 1951, the USSR Central
Statistical Administration listed 'a total of 16 items of ess entlal consumer gocds,
the sale: of which had been constently increasing, The Administration's report for
the second quarter, however, makes no mention of the following: woolen textiles,
ready-made :lothes, leather footwear, ruabber footwear and toilet soap.

Underpround Instailations: Academician Artobolevsiky speaxs of Soviet technological
achievements (Home Service, 22 August) and says that atomic energy (vnuiriatomnaye
energiya) ls ‘nmext on the 1isi" for industrial exploiTation in the USSR. The
academician elso says that the USSR was "the first country in the world" to put
underground industrial coal-gas stations into operation, The work of these stations
is based on modern automatic methods and is regulated and controlled by sutomatic iear.

Native Language Study: CHERNOMORSKA FOMUNA (Odessa, in Ukrairian, 23 August),
referring to the Odessa Oblast educational system, notes that the children are not
doing =o well in the Ukrainian language in a mumbter of rayons: "It will be necessary,
in particular, to examine the causes of the children‘s tackwardness in the study of
the native language ...." No*ted also is the fact that "not 2l1ll" school-age children
of the oblasi are attending school, in vioiation of the law of universal compulsory
education,

Bugsian Nomes: A familiar-style letier to Staiin from the collective and state farms
of the Mordovian ASSR (Mordva) )Home Service, 24 August) is signed by the top four
officials of the Republic, all of whose neames are Russian sounding.

sewish "Autonomous! Oblast: A report from Khabarovsk (7 August) says that the

Khabarovsk Krai Council awarded the Red Banner and cash prizes to the Executive
Committee of the Jewish "Autonomous" Oblast for collecting non-ferrous scrap. (The
Jewish Autonomous {blast was officially reperited demoted to an ordinary oblast some
time prior to August.)

Longevity: HRADYANSKA ZHITOMIRSCHINA (21 August) carries an article by an unnamed
author claiming that the Stalin constitution "has provisions" which are favorable to
the development and growth of longevity.

Slav State: Among the new books recently published in the USSR is one by historian
Boris Grekov on ‘the social relations in Politsa, the ancient Slav state which existed
between the 15th and 18th centuries on the Adriatic coast. (TASS, in Russian,

24 August).
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